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THE CHRISTMAS STORY — Part II 


Throughout the world Christians are prepar- 
. ing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Many of us are 
looking forward to being actresses and actors in 
reenactments of the great Christmas story. Some 
will be shepherds or the wisemen. Others will 
portray Elizabeth, Zechariah, or Joseph. And 
_ some will take the part of Mary, the mother of our 

Lord! 

Has there ever been any man or woman more 
blessed by God than Mary? To her was given the 
joy of bringing the Son of God into the world. 
Mary's cousin, Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, was one of the first to proclaim: “Blessed 
are you among women. ... Blessed is she who 
has believed that what the Lord has said to her 
will be accomplished” (Luke 1:42-45). 

Even Mary recognized that we would see her as 
someone special: *... From now on all genera- 
tions will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me... ” (Luke 1:48-49). 

If it were not for a few words from Jesus, each 
one of us might go away from the Christmas 
drama believing that no one’s role in His story 
could compare with Mary's. There is, however, a 


suest editorial 


JESUS COMMANDED, as we read in Matthew 
25:34-40: “Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 


thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw. 


we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, orin 
prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
AIMEE SEMPLE MCPHERSON OBEYED and 
carried out the command during her ministry in 
Angelus Temple. The Commissary was opened 
in 1923 and formally dedicated in August of 
1927. During that month, 90 families were fed 
and clothed. Later, at Thanksgiving, 436 baskets 
were given out. By the year 1929, 40,000 people 
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second part to the Christmas story, the sequel to 
Christmas, and the supporting role is filled by 
someone just as blessed as Mary. The Gospel of 
Luke gives us that part in chapter 11, verse 27: 
“As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in 
the crowd called out, ‘Blessed is the mother who 
gave you birth and nursed you.’ He replied, ‘Bles- 
sed rather are those who hear the word of God 
and obey it.” (NIV) 

Elizabeth caught the significance of Mary's 
role in the words, “... she... believed that what 
the Lord has said to her will be accomplished” 
(Luke 1:45). The Word of God has come to us, 
also, with its promises of power of God working 
in our lives to bring forth mighty works. We, too, 
are challenged to believe that what the Lord has 
said to us will be accomplished. : 

As we celebrate Christmas and as we enter the 
new year, let us do so with a renewed awareness 
of our part in the on-going story of Christmas. 
Jesus will be “born” into today’s world only as 
you and I hear the Word of God and obey it. 

By Richard F. Schmidt, Treasurer 
and Member of the International Board 
of the Church of the Foursquare Gospel 


had been fed. 
During the Great Depression, Angelus Tem- 
ple, under the ministry of Aimee Semple 
McPherson, became the Good Samaritan of the 
city of Los Angeles. The needs of peple were met 
without regard to their race, color or creed, and as 
aresult many were led to a born-again experience 
in Jesus Christ. She used each facility at her 
command to meet the needs of men and women 
physically and spiritually. As an example, a man 
with tuberculosis, together with his wife and new 
baby were living in a tent in the Los Angeles 
riverbed. They and their other children had no 
food or fuel for fire. They made a call to Angelus 
Temple who immediately broadcasted the need 
over Radio Station KFSG. When members of 
Angelus Temple arrived at the scene with provi- 
sions, they found an additional 16 cars already 
there laden with necessities for the family. 
During the Depression years over 1% million 
people were fed and clothed through the Angelus 
Temple Commissary. In addition, a soup kitchen 
opened on February 1, 1932 in downtown Los 
Angeles where meals were served at the rate of 
1,000 to 1,500 per day. Continued on page 13. 
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Sete after moving into our home a 
couple of years ago, I found myself thinking 
about all our concerns the Lord had perfected 
for us (Psalm 138:8) with a major move, areas 
like new neighbors, school and friends for 
the children, finances provided, buying our 
first home, new church relationships and a 
new job. He had provided! Kneeling by our 
bed and extending my hands to the Lord, I 
began thanking Him for working out all the 
details, when two-year-old Steffi plopped on 
the bed in front of me, sitting Indian-style. 
After a couple of minutes I stopped, and 
bringing her face in front of mine, she said, 
“Do it again, Mommy!” And we praised Jesus 
together. Christmas is like that, a time to 
rehearse again the perfection of God’s love in 
a baby. 
I’m sitting at my kitchen table, sipping a mug of 
_hot apple cider, recalling and dreaming a bit of my 
childhood Christmases and now my own family’s 
holiday celebrations, knowing that any day now 
we'll be hearing “how many days till Christmas?” 
Join me and let’s reminisce... 
“Something old, something new, something 
_ borrowed, something red and green!” Something 
old ...I recall the Christmas we dressed up and 
acted out the Christmas story. Bill was on hands 
and knees with our green furry rug on his back so 
- Mary (Sarah) could ride while Joseph (Billy) 
masterfully guided them to the inn where the 
innkeeper (Grandpa) would direct them to the 
stable where Jesus (Steffi) was born. Grandma 
- narrated the story and I costumed the crew. We felt 
it deserved an Oscar! 
One Christmas we wrote our own verse and 
designed cards to be opened and read to the Lord 
‘on Christmas morning. Last year our family was 
_ getting ready to attend candlelight service at our 
church, when Sarah began putting together a little 
song. Bill and I both agreed, “Hey, that sounds 
_ good!” She wrote the first verse and we developed 
- with her the second. 


“He was born, he was born on a Clear night, 
He was born, He was born in Bethlehem, 
Wisemen came and brought Him gifts of 

myrth, frankincense, and gold. 
That was the first Christmas night. 


“Jesus lives, Jesus lives and reigns forever, 
And His gifts to me are fresh everyday. 
- Love and joy and peace of mind are freely given. 
Christmas is mine everyday!” 


We sing it a lot, but that year it became our gift to 
the Lord. This year we may write a poem ora letter 
“to the Lord. But whatever we do, we can be 
ourselves — we don’t have to be a Bach or 
Browning! 

One of the best-loved traditions that families 
enjoy is the advent calendar. It’s a Christmas 
countdown beginning with December Ist to 
Christmas day. A friend of mine wrapped tiny 
presents tied to each day of their calendar, which 
their children were allowed to open. The gifts 
‘ranged from a new toothbrush to a package that 
says “Pray for your teacher.” Other messages may 


family focus 


By Mrs. Harriet Mouer 
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be “make some popcorn and have mom and dad 
tell what Christmas was like in the ‘olden days’,” 
“read the Christmas story,” “call someone and say 
‘I love you’,” or “make fudge together.” 

Do you ever find yourself thinking at the end of 


the Christmas season, “We've hardly enjoyed our 4 


P : ‘ i 
tree and it’s time to take it down?” Plan some of |; 
your meals around your tree, picnic-style. Ifyou're , 


blessed with a fireplace, light it and those Christ- \ 


mas candles, too. Don’t save them for guests. The 
most important people in your life just passed you , 
the ketchup for the hot dog you roasted in the fire! 


A new experience we enjoyed last year was a iw 


“messiah” evening. We invited friends and sang > 
carols and excerpts from Handel's famous work. §. 
At different points in the evening we all felt like 
the selection “all we like sheep have gone § 
a-stra-a-a-a-a-ay!” This year we may not feel up to 
a messiah evening, but wouldn't it be fun some 
Sunday night after church to get together and 
sing some carols with a few Christmas goodies, 
too! In the past we have made a cassette tape 
while the family was together, perhaps while 
wrapping presents, and then sent it to our cousins 
Sherie and Jeffrey. They thought it was their best 
present! 

Something new ... both Bill and I are of 
German descent. I fondly recall my childhood 
German Christmas eves with my mother’s 
homemade apple kuchen and stollen (fruit 
breads) around a beautiful candlelit table. This 
year we intend to introduce that new “flavor” to 
our Christmas eve. We may even teach our 
children “O Tannenbaum” and borrow a library 
book on German traditions. 

Something borrowed .. . let's see .. . I'd like to 
borrow Alona’s silver candlestick holders again, 
and Pam’s tablecloth, and, oh yes, I need to deliver 
my chairs and coffee pot to Karen. Paul reminded 
Timothy that it’s good to be willing to share. 


rows ADVANCE 3 


The Joy Of 
A Family Christmas 


Above: The Mouer family 
believe in making Christmas 
special for young and old, alike; 
The whole family has a part in 
portraying the Christmas story. 


Continued on page 6. 


This 


Generation 
Shall/\Pass Away 


By Reverend Daniel Brown. At 
the age of 27, Daniel is the 
Director of College Relations at 
LIFE Bible College at Los 
Angeles, as well as the Director 
of College Ministries at the Van 
Nuys, CA Foursquare Church. 
He is working on the 
completion of his Ph.D. in 
Higher Education from UCLA 
and has also accomplished 
much in the field of writing. He 
is married with two children. 


youth outlook 


I watch my generation slip year after year. 
Though we are not yet completely lost, our oppor- 
tunities to be righted and firmly established grow 
fewer with the passing of every hour. Somewhere 
between our material affluence and spiritual pov- 
erty we have lost our way, but unlike previous 
generations who have also gone astray, we lack 
the initiative, drive, and determination to find our 
way again. Indolence and apathy tie our feet; self- 


“ ishness and hedonism close our eyes; fear stops 


our mouths. 

I watch my generation become increasingly less 
able to think, study, and concentrate because our 
minds have been buzzed by drugs, fuzzed with the 
toll extracted by our attempts to escape our world 
through alcohol and dope. We are thoughtless — 
both cruel and unthinking. Our beliefs were 
spawned in cries for non-conformity and indi- 
viduality; we wanted the right to protest and be 
our own conscience. But our beliefs have grown 
up misshapen and deformed. 

Never has a generation been so conformed or 
had its behavior so dictated as ours; it is not so 
much that we must pay homage to a political dic- 
tator, or even so much that a dynamic leader has 
led us to be as we are. Rather, our voice has simply 
lost its protest, and we've given up without fight- 
ing any longer. Large issues of politics, 
philosophy, and faith are not discussed; they have 
been replaced with petty jargon, half-sentences, 
and grunts of pleasure. We rarely read, we hardly 
speak, and we never write. Convenience 
supplants conscience; fun routs faith; inactivity 
smothers inspiration. 

The slip has been coming for many years and for 
many reasons: coming of age in the 70’s was no- 
thing more than having more toys with which to 
play. We've had sex made fast, drugs made easy, 
talk made cheap, and home made dull. We never 
had to wait until we grew up to get what we 
wanted, So we decided neither to grow up nor to 
wait. Immediate gratification has made us stran- 
gers to thoughtfulness and sacrifice, and since 
chores stayed on the farms our families had all 
left, our sense of responsibility is no larger than 
expecting everyone around us to provide for our 
comfort and ease. 

Feeling is our touchstone — the better it feels, 
the more it should be done, and since conscience 
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clouds the feelings of pleasure with the sensation 
of having done wrong, it should be had as little as 
possible, or so we think. Conscience has grown so 
uncommon that those who retain it are asked what 
is wrong with them. To prohibitions we ask “why 
not?” But our questioning isn’t to gain under- 
standing, but merely to gain permission. We're 
used to getting our own way, but we rarely know 
what to do with it when we get it. So we ask our 
friends who are asking us, and we all grow tired of 
the question. We take our way away with us, think- 
ing all the while how grown up and mature we are, 
someday, we think we’ll really do something with 
ourselves. 


We've grown so accustomed to sitting around in 
front of TV’s, movie screens, football fields, and — 
steering wheels that we forget to be anything but 
complacent and impressionable. We watch and 
watch without saying a word, thinking a thought, 
or forming a challenging question. We make our- 
selves the captive crowd — captive to surrounding ~ 
stimuli and events. All we want to know is what's © 
happening, but it never dawns on us to consider 
what isn’t happening. 

I've heard said to our generation — to us — what 
we are and what we aren’t. We've been told our ~ 
problems, our shortcomings, our traits, and our 
faults. We've become so numb to even such state- — 
ments, for in the final analysis, being told our 
problems by someone else can never substitute for 
realizing our problems ourselves. Only when we 
ourselves, members of our generation, see our 
faults and speak of them, will the change come. 

The time has never been more ripe, the season 
never more full of potential bounty and harvest. 
It’s time for us to speak and confess. It’s time to 
shake off the indolence of our generation that 
hangs like an albatross about our necks. We must 
speak. We must refuse to be silenced and ignored. 
Who but us will ever reach the millions of our 
generation; for where they are, we have been; what 
they think, we have thought; where they're going, 
we were once headed. 

The day is here to get up and bring the Good 
News to the afflicted and brokenhearted of our 
generation, who have been molested by their pa- 
rents in record numbers, raised in broken homes, © 
pushed into sexual encounters, driven to confor- 
mity, denied the innocences of childhood, and 
forced to pass through the fires of the occult. We 
have liberty to offer them, but only after we take it 
ourselves. Our freedom and theirs awaits us if we 
will but reach for it. 

Those who mourn in silence and weep behind 
their toughness, perfume, french-cut jeans and 
bikinis, fast cars, indifference, slick clothes, and 
joints — those who mourn with wounds too deep 
to admit can be comforted and given joy if we will 
stand and proclaim the news of gladness: Jesus is 
alive for evermore. 

And our generation that is in such danger of 
slipping away to nothing can become the genera- 
tion used of the Lord to repair the “desolations of 
many generations.” We can be called priests and 
ministers of our God, and He will empower us by 
His Spirit to shake the world with His love. 

Lift our voice. Shout aloud. Our generation 
waits. Will they slip away ... or be saved? ry 


open your Bible 
God's Precious Purpose 
For Your Family 


“Children are the heritage of the Lord” 
(Psalm 127:3 NIV). 


What is the purpose of a family? If our 
answer to that question is, “to provide a heal- 
thy physical, emotional and spiritual en- 
vironment in which to bring children to 
maturity,” we are only partly correct. 
The purpose of a family, as God has estab- 
lished it, is to bring all of its members to 
maturity. In other words, God has given us 
His gift of children so that we, as parents, 
may grow up too! God said, “With what shall 
I shatter man’s self importance? How shall I 
tickle his ribs and get him to laugh at him- 
self? How shall I interrupt his ponderous 
‘deliberations and muss his carefully combed 
hair? How shall I dump blue sky in his lap, 
‘and show him the importance of mud, moths, 
and the month of May? How shall I mimic 
him, embarrass him, disturb his dignity and 
cause him to smile?” And God said... “I 
shall make a child.” (selected) 

It is difficult at times to see that these crea- 
tures of noise and dirt are in fact gifts from 
His hand, but they are. I have learned more 
about life from my children than I have 
taught them. I have learned more about my 
Heavenly Father from my son than I could 
have known any other way. I have learned 
-about a father’s heart, what a precious les- 
‘son! 

I recall a summer afternoon about ten 
years ago. We were constructing a new build- 
‘ing at the church and the children of the 

workers were playing in the field. Suddenly I 

heard a cry that I knew instinctively as my 
son’s cry. I left everything, ran in the direc- 
tion of the screams, and saw my son covered 
with bees — they were everywhere. The chil- 
dren had accidently disturbed the hive and 
the bees began to attack my son. In an instant 
I knew that there was no other way to help 
him but to go in after him. When I did, the 
LL eee 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Reverend Larry Briney is 
one of the new members of the Missionary 
Cabinet of the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. 


bees were distracted and came on me and 
began to sting me. We frantically brushed 
them off and fled to safety. We sat down to- 
gether and wept. Then I immediately knew 
how God felt. 

People He loved were being stung by sin 
and I knew then that there was no other way 
for Him to rescue them but to go into their 
world, take the sting upon Himself, and lead 
us to freedom. Such are the lessons one 
learns from God's gifts to us — “children.” 

The scripture continues in Psalm 127:4,5: 
“Children are like arrows in the hand of a 
mighty man” (NIV). The analogy js very in- 
teresting. Arrows must be placed in the bow, 
aimed at the target and released. Children 
are placed by God in the bow of parental 
nurture and admonition, aimed at the target 
of the image and likeness of Jesus Christ, and 
released by an act of living faith to fly to the 
target. Sometimes there are other influences 
upon their lives, and we seem to have no 
control over the outcome. But the control we 
have is a steady aim. If our aim has been true, 
God will see that they reach the target. He 
declares that if we “train up a child in the way 
he should go, when he is old he will not 
depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6 NIV). 

The last phrase of the 127th chapter of 
Psalms has some interesting implications. It 
says the man who has his quiver full of ar- 
rows is blessed. Then it states “they will not 
be ashamed when they contend with their 
enemies in the gate” (vs. 5 NIV). 

I believe this refers not to the man with the 
arrows, but the arrows who are the children. 
It says to me that the children who are seen as 
gifts from God's hand and are aimed as ar- 
rows toward the target and released by faith, 
will not be put to shame when they are re- 
leased. The gate speaks of a point of exit, the 
point at which they are no longer within my 
direct influence. They will face enemies — 
enemies that would defeat them and cause 
them shame. The promise is that they will not 
be put to shame, if I have regarded them as 
God's gifts to me, and aimed them faithfully 
and released them. Praise the Lord, I’m 
claiming this for my children. They are pre- 
cious to me as gifts from my loving Father. 


roused ADVANCE 5 


By Reverend Larry Brine} 
Pastor, Eureka, Californi. 


“1 have 
learned more 
about life 
from my 
children than 
| have taught 
them.” 


THE FACE OF 
FOURSQUARE 


Family focus, continued 


from: page 3 


OUR MESSAGE: 

During the great Oakland, Calilfornia re- 
vival in 1922, Aimee Semple McPherson was 
given a revelation from God as she was 
preaching on Ezekiel’s vision of the four 
cherubims with four faces, which typified 
THE FOUR-FOLD MINISTRY OF THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. These include “THE 
SAVIOUR of the world,” “THE BAPTIZER 
WITH THE HOLY GHOST,” “THE GREAT 
PHYSICIAN AND HEALER of our bodies,” 
and “THE COMING KING OF KINGS.” Her 
message never changed but gained a new 
emphasis as she proclaimed, under the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, “THE FOUR- 
SQUARE GOSPEL.” 

OUR DOCTRINE: 

The “DECLARATION OF FAITH,” com- 
piled by Aimee Semple McPherson, has 
never been changed and embodies the 
following beliefs all contained in the Holy 
Bible: 

“We believe the Holy Bible is the Inspired 
Word of the Living God. God is triune — 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That man fell 
through disobedience. Christ died to redeem 
us. We believe in the substitutionary atone- 


Something red and green. . . let your house look 
- like Christmas. Last year we made braided eyelet 


_ wreaths for every window in the house! It doesn’t 
", have to look like a Sac’s window display, you 


know! We have some friends who had a “blessing 


| tree.” The blessings were handmade stars with the 
_ names of people who have been blessings in their 
_ lives. 


Christmas is to be a season of joy and 


_ celebration, but let's face it, we still have 

socks to match, carpools, angel practice, 
' school programs, piano lessons, lunches to 
*. pack, cards to send, cookies to bake and the 


Fg list goes on. We've learned a lot from other 
a” 2 | invest good memories in our children for a 


families and have tried in our celebration to 


ig . Ce lifetime, not only gifts that last a few weeks. 
ff ———>~ g Let's pray together: “Lord, what do you want 
i | ag Us to experience this Christmas that would 


™ ™ enhance our celebration i i 
Grandpa Mouer helps to make fbb ee GG 


reading the Christmas story a 
meaningful experience. 


in our home? What should we keep and have 
you “renew in us” and what new expressions 
do you want to “create” for us? Balance our 
home with memories and Meaningful gifts.” 

The Lord’s blessing is our greatest wealth. 
It’s really true — Christmas is mine every- 
day! 4 
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ment; in the propitiation for sin only by the ~ 
blood of Christ. That salvation is through 

grace. Repentance and acceptance are vital. 

The new birth must be experienced in order 
to become a child of God. We believe in a 

daily Christian life. In water baptism 

through immersion; in the institution of the 

Lord’s Supper. In the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit; the Spirit filled life; in the gifts and 

fruit of the Holy Spirit. That we must be mod- 

erate in all things. We believe in Divine Heal- 

ing. That the Coming of Christ is both immi- | 
nent and personal. We believe in Church 

relationship and in civil government. In the 

final judgment. In heaven and hell. In tithes 

and offerings to support the Lord’s work. 

That the Church is responsible to evangelize 

all nations. In Christian tolerance to all 

denominations of the Christian faith. In 
essentials — unity; in non-essentials — lib- 
erty; in all things — charity.” 

OUR GOAL: 

Our heartbeat has been worldwide 
evangelism since our inception. This 
dynamic has run through every fiber of the 
church. While each minister readily accepts 
the full responsibility of adequately occupy- ° 
ing, teaching and administering the local 
church, evangelism retains priority. Winning 
men and women to Christ is the foremost — 
reason for the existence of the International 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel. 

OUR CHALLENGE: 

As we enter a new decade, we pause to 
thank God for what He has wrought in our 
midst during these past years and realize it is 
truly “HIS-STORY.” We face the future with 
the confidence that the Church of Jesus 
Christ shall triumph and the gates of hell 
cannot prevail. We believe our organization — 
has been brought into existence by God's di- 
vine will and that it has a specific and rele- 
vant ministry in today’s world of crisis. We 
believe that Jesus is coming soon for His 
Bride, the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and all those who will yield to the Holy Spirit 
in this hour will be used in mighty signs and 
wonders during this latter-day outpouring. 
We believe that God has placed His Name in > 
our midst and that we shall see exploits and 
apostolic power manifested in the short work 
before our Bridegroom returns. 

We invite you to acclaim with us “THIS IS 

OUR DECADE OF DESTINY” and find your 
place in worship and participation in what 
God has ordained for each of us within this 
evangelical church. 
(Reprinted from the booklet distributed at 
the 1980 International Foursquare Conven- 
tion, entitled “80 Facts You Should Know 
Concerning the DECADE OF DESTINY in the 
1980’s.”) ry 


viewpoint 


By Reverend Loren Callan, Pastor 
Arlington, California Foursquare Church 


The first in a series of four 
Viewpoint articles on the basic 
concepts of faith on which 
Foursquaredom was founded. 


RO 


 isredon is founded on four basic 
concepts of faith. Each one is built inerrantly 
on scripture, is an intrinsic quality of Christ, 
and each is necessary to a full understanding 
of the gospel. It will be our privilege here to 
view each of these tenets of our faith in four 
succeeding issues. 

_ The first of our cardinal doctrines is sym- 
bolized by a cross. It is a symbol which 
adorns our churches and often hangs from 
our necks. It is, in its symbol form, some- 
times grotesque but often beautiful, some- 
times of wood, often of gold. But regardless of 
form or substance, it can never portray the 
agony and horror of a bloody Christ, dying 
bruised and brokenhearted, rejected and for- 
saken, for a world that received Him not. 

The central theme in the life of Paul was 
the cross. The central doctrine of our church 
is the cross. The central focal point of history 
is the cross. There is no subject more relev- 
ant, nO message more important, no faith 
more transforming than that of Jesus Christ 
dying to reconcile a world and become the 
Savior of man. I am thankful that the primary 
doctrine of our church is Jesus Christ the 
Savior. 

The cross stands as the most compelling 
life-influencing symbol in the world. I think 
of Isaac, who carried on his shoulders the 
wood for the sacrifice of his own life. I think 
of that and I see Jesus willingly bearing the 
burden of His cross up the road to Calvary, 
and there not to be spared but to die in sac- 
rifice for our sins. I see the cross and then I 
know, He paid the price of salvation. There, 
while the merciless fed on His torment, He 


silently endured and forgave. The lamb was 
sacrificed. Now a dying world can live. 


But the cross is more than historical fact. It 
is more than a one-time sacrifice. It is more | 
than just the first chapter in the story of anew 
life begun by kneeling at Calvary. The cross 
is a daily experience that is relevant to every 
day in the life of the believer. For it is in the 
constant recognition of the grace out- 
stretched from Calvary that we gain daily 
awareness of our acceptance before God. 
And unless we know that we are forgiven and 
accepted our life is powerless. We gain our 
strength, our courage, and our assurance for 
life as we know that we are accepted in Him. 
It is in the knowledge of sins forgiven, and in 
the recognition of the all inclusiveness of 
God's love that life takes on meaning and 


_ purpose. 


I find in the pastoral role that many people 
today still find it difficult to relate in full to 
what Jesus did for them on the cross. Many 
still live in fear of an angry God. They still 
have not learned the warmth of a love rela- 
tionship of a loving Father. Yet that’s what 
the cross is all about. It is God’s love story for 
man. People still live under a burden of guilt, 
not seeing that Jesus bore that away. If we 
could but see the totality of Calvary, a new, 
beautiful relationship of love with God 
would open before us. 

There is another aspect of the cross to 
which we need to direct our thought. Paul 
exhorts us to walk worthy of God who has 
called us. Picture with me a great balance 
scale. On one side of that scale place all that 
Jesus has done for us — all that is inclusive 
in the name “Savior.” Place all of the grace 
that reached out and paid the supreme price 
for our salvation, while we were so undeserv- 
ing. Now step back and look at what you have 
placed in the scale and hear Paul say, “Now 
walk worthy of that.” In other words, balance 
the scales with your life. Can we do that? 
Have we yet learned to live as He lived, love 
as He loved, give as He gave? The cross, our 
salvation, stands as a constant reminder of 
the challenging responsibility of the Christ- 
ian life. 

- Jesus Christ — Savior! Yes, He hangs ona 
cross for a world to see and believe, and 
through believing enter into everlasting life. 
But high on that hill of Golgotha the cross 
will always be a reminder to all who have 
entered into the life it offers. It serves as a 
reminder of His love, an assurance of our 
forgiveness, and acceptance into the family 
of the Father. It also stands as a great ba- 
lance scale against which I measure my life, 
as I try to follow Paul's admonition to “walk 
worthy” of that (Ephesians 4:1). (| 
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Dom's Calculated 


By Judi Van Landingham 


Dessay swept over the young mother. She 
already had three children, and in a short 
time she would deliver her fourth child into 
an uncertain world. It was April, 1930 — the 
Great Depression. Her husband was out of 
work. Where would they get the food and 
clothing they needed, and how could she care 
for this new baby? Desperate, she had gone 
~ to several agencies and her own church for 
help, only to be turned away. 

Then one day she heard a woman on the 
radio: “Come to Angelus Temple if you need 
help. We have clothing and food for you.” 
»; Because she was forbidden to enter a protes- 

} tant church, the mother was hesitant. But 
with no other choice, she made her way to the 

r¢ commissary, only a few blocks from her 
4; home. They gave her food, clothing, and a 
, complete layette for the unborn baby. Then 
| the “radio woman,” Aimee Semple McPher- 
son, came out to greet her and pray for her. 
She asked God's blessing on the unborn 
child and dedicated it to God’s service. Mrs. 
Contreras was grateful for the kindness 
shown and, although she never told her fam- 
ily, she remembered the words of the prayer. 

Forty-six years later, in April of 1976, Dom 
Contreras was looking forward to a relaxing 
game of golf. As manager of a major depart- 
ment store in Medford, Oregon, he needed 
these times of “getting away.” At the club- 
house he was paired up with a young man. 
After playing a few holes and hitting a few 
bad shots punctuated by his normal use of 
profanity, he was startled to hear his partner 
say, “I hear you using the name of Jesus 
Christ. If you really knew how much He loves 
you, you wouldn’t speak of Him that way.” 


Reverend and Mrs. Dom 
Contreras 


Wo did he think he was, anyway? Dom 
countered with, “Hey, I’m religious. I’m just 
as good as the next guy!” “That's the prob- 
lem,” his golf partner answered. “All we like 
sheep have gone astray and turned every one 
to his own way. But all our sin was laid on 
Jesus Christ, and He willingly died for you.” 
By now Dom was becoming irritated, and his 
golf game was showing it, which just added 
to his frustration. He began to unload his 
anger on the young man, and it wasn't long 
before he discovered he was playing golf with 
a preacher! It was Reverend Gary Van Land- 
ingham, pastor of Faith Bible Center, the 
Medford, Oregon Foursquare Church. 
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Conversion 


When Dom mentioned one of his gripes 
about being discriminated against as a 
Mexican in the community, Gary said he 
loved Mexicans. In fact, the best man in his 
wedding was a Mexican and he loved Mexi- 
can food and music. Then he had the nerve to 
ask if Dom was a good cook, and if so, would 
he invite him and his wife over for a Mexican 
dinner! Proud of his culinary expertise, Dom 
promised to call him. j 

The summer went by, and strangely 
enough he kept running into the preacher 
downtown and at the airport. Every time, to 
Dom’s embarrassment, Gary reminded him 
that he was waiting for the dinner invitation. 
In September, Dom and his wife, Tricia, went 
to their local high school to hear Senator 
Mark Hatfield speak. He couldn't believe 
what he saw when they entered the audi- 
torium. There was that preacher up on the 
stage leading songs! This was a religious 
meeting! But because they had come to hear 
the Senator, they decided to stay. After the 
speech, the preacher and his wife “cornered” 
them in the foyer and invited them out for 
coffee. They accepted, and even though it 
was uncomfortable, Dom ended up inviting 
them for a home-cooked Mexican dinner the 
following weekend. 

The food was just as good as Dom had 
boasted, and it was a pleasant evening. As 
they were leaving, Gary asked if he could 
pray for them. Although no one ever prayedin 
his house, to Dom’s surprise it made him feel 
good. He promised a visit to the preacher's 
church the very next day! 

Although it was his first time in church in 
years, Dom felt warmly comfortable and at 
home in the service. It wasn’t the content of 
the sermon, which he doesn’t remember, but 
a gentle tugging at his heart that caused him 
to stand and give his life to Jesus Christ when 
the invitation was given. 

Dom Contreras didn’t halfheartedly follow 
Jesus. He became a serious disciple, study- 
ing the Scriptures with concordances, word 
studies, dictionaries, and learning and prac- 
ticing his new faith. He and Tricia grew up 
fast, and became actively involved in the 
fellowship. 

Two years later, while vacationing in 
Idaho, Dom struggled with what he believed 
was a Call of God to pastoral ministry. After 
all, he was 48 years old, and hada long busi- 


ness career with retirement ahead. It was 
then that he felt constrained to call his 
mother in Los Angeles and ask her if she had 
ever been to Angelus Temple. He obeyed the 
impulse, and heard for the first time the story 
of the prophetic prayer before his birth. He 
had been dedicated to God’s service even 
prior to his birth. 

That was the last confirmation Dom 
needed. His conversion 46 years after that 
prayer was no accident. And it was no coin- 
cidence that he was led to Jesus by a Four- 
square pastor in a Foursquare church! Dom 
enrolled at Simpson College in San Fran- 
cisco for a concentrated course in Bible. After 

so many years out of school, the load was 
heavy, but God enabled him to do well in his 
studies. During that year he was on staff at 
the San Mateo, California Foursquare 
Church doing administration and counsel- 
ing, gaining valuable experience in practical 

- ministry. 

_ With the year of college behind them, Dom 
and Tricia explored the possibility of pio- 
neering a church. God led them to Susan- 
ville, California, and with the approval of the 
Western District Supervisor, they began to 
hold services in a rented Catholic hall in the 
fall of 1979. As the Lord added to the church, 
they relocated in a rented church building. 
The Lord has blessed them with wonderful 
people, a lovely home, and the “Canaan Rest 
Fellowship” Foursquare Church in Susan- 
ville continues to grow. 


| om doesn’t need to be convinced of the 
validity of the gift of prophecy! He’s living 
proof of Psalm 139:13-16: “For thou didst 
form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me 
in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks to 
Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 


made; Wonderful are Thy works, and my soul 
knows it very well. My frame was not hidden 
from Thee, when I was made in secret, and 
skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. 
Thine eyes have seen my unformed sub- 
stance; And in Thy book they were all writ- 
ten, the days that were ordained for me, when 
as yet there was not one of them” (NASB). 

While Dom was still in his mother’s womb, 
God was forming him to fulfill His purpose 
and communicating that purpose to a 
woman preacher who was obedient to pray 
that prophecy 46 years before its fulfillment. 
Like Mary, Dom's mother “pondered those 
things in her heart” (Luke 2:19), telling no 
one until the appointed time. 

The words of James 2:14-17 have special 
meaning for Dom: “What use is it my breth- 
ern, if aman says he has faith, but he has no 
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother 
or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Goin 
peace, be warmed and be filled’; and yet you 
do not give them what is necessary for their 
body; what use is that? Even so faith, if it has 
not works, is dead, being by itself’ (NASB). 
The open doors and open heart of Angelus 
Temple in a time of need were, 46 years later, 
the entrance to an abundant life in Jesus for 
Dom Contreras and his wife, Tricia. 

This is not just a story. It’s an encourage- 
ment for you to share the love of Jesus with 
someone who needs to hear. We never know 
what fruit will result from simple obedience. 
How many more like Dom Contreras are 
waiting for someone to tell them of the love of 
Jesus? They're out there, in the schools, on 
the job, and, yes, even on the golf course! 


Editor's Note: Since the writing of this article, Gary and 
Judi Van Landingham have moved to Wenatchee, WA to 
accept the pastorate of a new Foursquare Church there. 


INTERNATIONAL FOURSQUARE SEINE EAS : 
“Sharing the Vision... 


m the SeeieNe) new Civic Center, Charlotte, N.C. 


April 22-28, 


For more information 
contact: Rev. Glenn C. 
Burris, Sr, Chairman, P.O. 
Box 340, Harrisburg, N.C. 
28075. 
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Dom’s smile radiates the 


love of Jesus and is proof of 
God’s power to change lives. 


The entire fi 


DATE 
LINE: South Pacific 


Papua New Guinea (Phillip D. 
Starr) — To provide endless re- 
sources of study and inspira- 
tional materials to the believers 
in Papua New Guinea, it was de- 
cided that English classes 
would be taught in this area. 
Ronda Hall, who is in charge of 
the program, traveled with a few 
other pastors and workers to 
Kapakamarigi to teach an En- 
glish course. Although only 75 
miles away, it took them about 
five hours to travel over the 
rough, dusty road to 


Ronda prepared should have 
taken about two to three months 
to cover, but the men and women 
were able to cover it much more 
quickly. At night, they held sim- 
ple English services using Bible 
stories they were well ac- 
quainted with. The class was a 
complete success and greatly 
blessed the people. 

Con Vermeulen, who trained 
the Film Outreach Team in 
Papua New Guinea, reports that 
one of the members of the team 
was instrumental in opening up 
several villages, located 40 
miles out of Lae in the Markham 
Valley, for ministry. This area is 
now an “open door” for regular 
outreach meetings. They are 
praying that a pastor or minister- 
ing elder will be raised up so a 
local church can be successfully 
planted in this area. 

Merv and Linda McKean re- 
port on a new outpouring of re- 
vival in Kapakamarigi. During a 
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international update 


building was-recently purchased by the 
Foursquare Church in Seoul, Korea, pastored by Rev. Oh. The building, located 
on the widest street in the capital city, will serve as residence for the pastor, as 

well as for a congregational meeting place. Funds from the United States have 

\ been forwarded to help in the immediate purchase of this facility. 


Kapakamarigi. The material. 
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conference held there the Holy 
Spirit moved ina wonderful way 
as many people gave their 
hearts to the Lord, backsliders 
returned to the Lord, and a vill- 
age that was previously closed 
to the Lord’s work was opened. 

Tiuke Goiye, who has been 
pastoring for two years, told 
about Alfonse, a believer who 
was one of several people bap- 
tized on the banks of the Chimbu 
River a few months ago. Alfonse 
had made a decision for the 
Lord, but confessed that he was 
a “half-hearted” Christian. One 
night Alfonse awakened from his 
sleep, shaking all over. He knew 
that the Lord was speaking to 
him, and he battled within his 
heart for many hours as the Lord 
showed him He had the power to 
give life and take life. Alfonse 
yielded to the Lord and now has 
a great peace in his heart. 


DATE 

LINE: Asia 

Sri Lanka, Ceylon (Richard and 
Betty Kiser) — The Kisers have 
reported a good time of ministry 
at the youth camps in Colombo 
and Bandarlawella a few months 
ago, as the youth really seemed 
to enjoy the teachings. They also 
report a slight increase in atten- 
dance each week at the work in 
Anbuvalipuram. The Kisers 
praise the Lord for these added 
blessings, but share that they are 
fighting terrible inflation in this 
area of the world. Please pray 
with Richard and Betty. about the 
inflation problem and for the 
growth of the works in Sri Lanka. 


_to see what had happened, they 
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DATE 
LINE: Latin America 
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Jack and 
Aline Richey) — Immediately 
following an earthquake in this 
area a few months ago, there has » 
been an increase in church ser- — 
vice attendance. In addition, 
many people have testified of 
how the Lord protected them and 
worked things out in spite of the - 
earthquake. One such testimony — 
is that of a two year old boy who 
had been put to bed in his up- 
stairs bedroom prior to the 
earthquake. That day, however, — 
instead of staying in bed as in- — 
structed, he had crawled out of — 
his bed and gone downstairs to” 
be with the family. Just as he got 
downstairs, the earthquake oc- 
curred. The parents, not knowing 
that the boy had come down- 
stairs, were quite alarmed when ~ 
they heard something heavy fall — 
upstairs. Having gone upstairs © 


~ 


discovered that the masonry wall 
had fallen into the boy’s bed. 
The Lord had miraculously 
saved the life of that little boy. 
The Richeys also report that 
the Lord is moving mightily 
among their young people in 
Ecuador. The youth are growing 
and maturing in the Lord and 
have a burden for the churches — 
and areas not yet reached in 
their country. They are ready and ~ 
willing to minister wherever 
needed. 
Mexico (Ludwig Mantei) — 
God’s power is being demon- 
strated through the Foursquare — 
ministry in Baja, California. A few 
months ago an old-fashioned 
tent meeting was held and God 
richly blessed as many souls 
were saved and bodies healed. — 
Brother Mantei also reports thata 
church,: which was almost de- 
stroyed in the recent earthquake 
in Baja, is now being rebuilt and 
services will soon be held in the 
new building. The Lord has 
moved on many believers to do- 
nate food, a bus, labor and 
equipment to help this ministry. 
Brother Mantei has asked for 
prayer that workers will be raised — 
up, mainly to perform construc- 
tion work. 
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Suenos Aires, Argentina (Ed- 
jin and Vonitta Gurney) — The 
rst U.F.W. retreat to be held in 
artolome de las Casas, For- 
Nosa, was attended by over 200 
agerly attentive ladies. Vonitta 
hares that in one particular 
lass, “Christian Women With 
Jnsaved Husbands,” she asked 
iow many had husbands who 
vere not believers, and only 
even ladies raised their hands. 
surprised at the small response, 
he asked the. question again, 
ind still only seven ladies raised 
heir hands. Vonitta questioned 
he ladies, as only three years 
igo half of the women in that 
own had acknowledged un- 
saved husbands. The ladies re- 
ninded her that she had sent 
hem some studies on how to win 
heir husbands according to | 
eter 3:1-4, and as they had be- 
some doers of the Word, their 
wusbands turned to the Lord. 
This year, Edwin was pleasantly 
surprised to find the husbands 
waiting for him outside of the 
women’s meeting place, as they 
wanted to receive teaching from 
1im while the women were hav- 
ng their retreat. 


San Salvador, El Salvador (Ar- 
hur and Marian Gadberry) — 
The Gadberrys report that the 
argest convention ever held by 
he church there took place a few 
nonths ago. Everyone was bles- 
3ed and really enjoyed the minis- 
ry of Jerry King and Ismael 
paales. 


District 
Missionary Giving 


District Jan.-Oct., 1980 


*ngelus Temple $139,444.58 
Janada 56,073.06 
astern U.S. 114,071.04 
astern Canada 4,674.79 
areat Lakes 195,495.86 
hidwest 157,614.08 
Jorthwest 323,292.47 
south Central 88,023.64 
southeast 66,642.54 
southern California 272,541.45 
southwest 270,774.32 
Vestern 173,397.03 


Bogota, Colombia (John, Jean, 
and Rosemary Firth) — The Lord 
is continuing to bless the work in 
Colombia as many precious 
miracles have taken place, in- 
cluding the healing of children 
from leukemia. The Firths visited 
one little girl in the hospital who 
was very pale and sickly as a 
result of leukemia. They prayed 
for her and a few days after their 
visit it was confirmed by the doc- 
tors that she was totally healed. 

The work in Colombia is grow- 
ing rapidly. The church in 
Bogota now has a prison ministry 
with the convicts in a high sec- 
urity prison. They correspond 
with the converted convicts and 
send parcels of food, clothing, 
Christian books and Bibles. A 
small church has been started in 
the prison for the converted con- 
victs, as well. 

In addition, several other 
churches have become a part of 
the Foursquare ministry in 
Colombia. One believer, Marco 
Calvo, and his family lived in a 
one room house in a suburb of 
Bogota, which he had bought 
with savings from his earnings 
as a worker in a cement factory. 
They decided to have weekly 
meetings in their home, and be- 
lievers came and sat on the bed, 
the few chairs they had, and the 
floor for these times together. 
One day the Lord spoke to Mrs. 
Calvo and told her that a stranger 
would be coming to visit them 
and that they should join the 
ministry of this stranger when he 
came. Shortly thereafter, the 
Foursquare work was started in 
Bogota, and one day John Firth 
was asked to preach at a meet- 
ing held in this home. As soon as 
John walked into the house, the 
Lord confirmed to Mrs. Calvo 
that he was the “stranger” and 


they joined the Foursquare Atleft: routecae 


ministry. The Lord provided the 
funds to purchase three adjoin- 
ing properties located along 
what will eventually be one of the 
largest avenues in Bogota. Then, 
little by little, funds started com- 
ing into build a beautiful church 
that seats approximately 300 
people and can easily be en- 
larged to seat 500. Marco Calvo 
left his job in the cement factory 
and is now pastoring the church. 
The Lord is really blessing this 
ministry, and through it congre- 
gations in other suburbs are 
being started. 

Recently, the Lord added ano- 
ther congregation to the Four- 
square work in this country. The 
ministry was started some years 
ago by a believer and has grown 
to a congregation of about 100. 
The church felt a need to join 
with a larger work that has a mis- 
sionary vision, and after much 
prayer they decided to join with 
Foursquare! 

Costa Rica — A recent pastors’ 
conference brought forth many 
good reports and testimonies, 
including one by Cristobal Mar- 
tinez, who related how the Lord 
was blessing his church with 
growth and miracles. Rev. Helen 
Mata, whose radio program in 
the U.S. reaches those in Costa 
Rica, related how a young 
Cuban called the station one 
night to tell them that he was 
going to commit suicide. It 
seems he had put away the tele- 
phone number of the station 
some five years ago and in his 
desperate situation turned to the 
station for help. The believers at 
the station counseled and 
prayed with him, and he chose 
not to take his life. Now he is 
serving the Lord with a group of 
young believers! (a) 
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Church in Bogota, 
Colombia; Marco Calvo 
family, pastors. 


A Cure FOr 


December 25, 1952: Pacific Ocean, Santa 
Monica, California. 

August 15, 1958: Atlantic Ocean, Fort 
Hamilton, New Jersey. 

What was the connection? As recorded in 
my diary, December 25, I had just arrived in 
California and was experiencing my first 
Christmas away from my Illinois home. The 
second entry, August 25, recounts having 
completed basic training and a subsequent 
assignment as a lifeguard at Fort Hamilton. 

The shared element in the two seemingly 
unrelated entries was the totally acute sense 
of loneliness. 

What Is LONELINESS? 

Authorities are in agreement that feelings 
of loneliness are an outgrowth of separation 
from friends and/or uncongenial social set- 
tings. I tasted both. The latter entry in my 
journal expresses the end result of an un- 
timely and unplanned draft notice, which 
culminated in the forfeiture of job, school, 
and girlfriend. The scenario was one of being 
violently uprooted and cast on an unfriendly 
beach. 

Loneliness, according to Rubin in Psy- 
chology Today (Oct. 1979), is an outcry from 
those who have severed an emotional at- 
= tachment or intimate relationship in which 
_ interests and concerns are shared. It is an 
isolation, extremely painful, a gnawing state 
= of restlessness, a mixture of feelings of rejec- 
tion and unacceptability coupled with a 
mounting boredom. 

Loneliness does not play favorites; it at- 
| tacks those in all age brackets. It is espe- 
cially intense in adolescence where it may 
take forms of erratic cyclical moods ranging 
from depression to suicide. Loneliness often 
| surfaces as hurtful relationships, including 
early or unsound marriages. These hastily 
contrived associations usually cause much 
heartache and personal regret. 

Senior citizens are depicted by surveys as 
being less lonely than other age groups. This 
may, in part, be traced to the absence of very 
ek nS NT 
(Dr. Hardin has taught science at both the high 
school and college levels. He is a 1956 graduate of 
LIFE Bible College at Los Angeles and has a doc- 
torate in science education from the University of 
Northern Colorado. He currently teaches science 
and mathematics at Hillcrest School of Oregon.) 
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lonely people living to enjoy old age. It ap- 
pears that life expectancy dramatically drops 
for the very lonely 

How Is LONELINESS Expressed? 

Eva, an expressive young native American 
and a former student of mine, spoke of 
loneliness when she wrote: “I've lost a couple 
of real tight friends, and then you. What's life 
about? Why do we have pain? We hardly did 
a long time ago — we were free. Now I’m 
behind bars — like you — all doors are 
locked — I have no way to communicate with 
my friends, or you.” 

David underwent loneliness when expel- 
led from Saul’s court and separated from his 
young wife, Michal, and beloved friend, Jona- 
than. A song, sung in some Judean cave on 
the plains of Sharon during a pause from 
running, describes his mood: “Reproach 
hath broken my heart; and I am full of heavi- 
ness: and I looked for some to take pity, but 
there was none; and for comforters, but I 
found none” (Psalm 69:20). 

Perhaps the most cogent expression ever of 
loneliness is contained in the words of a 
dying man when he cried, “ ‘E-lo’i, E-lo’i, 
la’ma sa-bach’tha-ni?’ which is, being inter- 
preted, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” (Mark 15:34). 

The Cure For LONELINESS 

As debilitating as a loneliness experience 
may appear, it is not all bad. Rubin, previ- 
ously cited, concurs. He remarks that some 
authorities hold that if one can reduce 
loneliness to a state of aloneness, there are 
certain therapeutic benefits to this solitude. 
Indeed, I discovered the two years of military 
obligation gave an opportunity for regener- 
ating the spiritual and mental components 
needed for a future rigorous academic under- 
taking. : 

How does one change from a state of des- 
perate loneliness to a condition of creative 
aloneness? Begin by accepting the luxury of 
bouncing your frustrations and disap- 
pointments off others. Some very dear friends 
came to my rescue. I gave vent to my feelings 
through correspondence with them. I shall 
always be grateful to them for fulfilling this 
need. Perhaps the Apostle Paul applied a 
cathartic utterance when he wrote to the 
Corinthians. He penned, “Would to God ye 
could bear with me a little in my folly: and 
indeed bear with me” (11 Cor. Li); 

Secondly, read! Read! Read! Obviously, 
your constant companion should be the 
Word of God. Other sources of encourage- 
ment are biography accounts of people who 
overcame obstacles that were thrown in their 
paths. There are many excellent books that 
encourage and build faith. Convince yourself 
that nothing, absolutely nothing, can deter 
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What is important is that we not fight God, 
but let Him be to us that which He knows we 
need. 

From the life of a minister I would assume 


By Reverend Jerry 
Clapper, written in July, 
1980, three months after 
the death of his son, 


It seems to me that you don’t handle the 
leath of a loved one. The following are the 
eactions which come to my mind from my 
ywwn loss of my son. Rodney: 

1. You stuff your feelings. An inner bottl- 
ng of your emotions allowing no inspection. 
No healing allowed. 

2. You exploit your feelings. I use that 
vord to emphasize an over-abundance of 
yutward show. A seeking, because it is felt to 
ye needed, of “others” involvement and emo- 
ional support. No healing allowed — if 
lealed, then the whole activity would end. 

3. You become casual, callous, practical, 
‘ealistic, or other words which to each of us 
speak a common picture. “It happens to 


thers and they madeit...socanI” attitude. 
_ 4. You can let God handle it. This is the 
way of faith. 


Faith is the only way whereby He is al- 
owed to do that personal bit that He can do. 
As with our salvation call being individualis- 
ic and to the point, so is His touch of com- 
‘ort. He meets the person at the point of need. 
in my life it was simply making real the scrip- 
ure of Colossians 3:15: “And let the peace of 
sod rule...” It was my choice. I could lie on 
ny bed of sorrow and allow time to do what it 
would do, or I could “let” the peace of God 
ule. I chose God's way. I am still choosing 
that way. We may ask ourselves, “Why is this 
in our hands? ... and who can answer?” 


you from that purpose that God desires for 
your life. 

_ Thirdly, coupled with Bible reading, make 
orayer and meditation mandatory. It is 
through these we appropriate God’s divine 
interventions. God created us to exchange 
sommunion with Him through our conscious 
and subconscious minds in oneness with 
His. He shouts to us to, “Call to Me, and I will 
answer you, and I will tell you great and 
nighty things, which you do not know” 
Jeremiah 33:3 NASB). Can anything be 
more explicit? Can anything be more impli- 
cit? “I will,” He declares! 

Researchers tell us there are very few de- 
fenses against and so little knowledge of the 
workings of loneliness in our society. True, 
for many, but for those of the body of Christ, 
there are remedies for this disturbing 
malady. The Psalmist announces most as- 
suredly, “The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am 
nelped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 
and with my song will I praise him” (Psalm 
28:7). cy 


a few words would be expected. For in the 
ministry it is not unusual to pray for those 
that are ill. It is a common occurrence to see 
those prayers answered. Now, I know that 
spirit of witness of faith which asks and re- 
ceives. However, sitting beside the bed of a 
dying son is another matter. For there, after 
having prayed, after having had others pray, 
and when your spirit is at rest with God hav- 
ing done and been all you knew to be, you 
wait. Then in that moment you know faith is 
what is carrying you all through. There is one 
gift for healing, but there is another for dying. 
This is the supreme end for our faith — the 
test which each of us must pass. It is there 
that we show by doing that we “believe that 
Jesus rose from the dead.” 

If your view of death is ‘THE END”, then 
your faith must speak “THE BEGINNING.” 
How does one stand by and watch a healthy- 
looking, physically athletic body that has 
been at your side for 22 years grow weaker 
and weaker? And then your faith speaks “this 
is the supreme test of faith, healing the 
dead.” The horn will blow and the dead in 
Christ shall rise! Do you believe that? If you 
do, then I know you are not casual in your 
relationship with Him. Death is not without 
its power and influence. Life after death must 
surely be a more powerful force. It was there 
as a minister and a father I saw this was the 
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supreme test of faith. 4 


Heritage, cont. from page 2. In one 62-day period, 
80,000 meals were served. The Los Angeles Fire 
Department, Police Department and Social Wel- 
fare Department all referred cases to the Angelus 
Temple Commissary in order that the needs 
would be met. 

ANGELUS TEMPLE PERPETUATED the vision 
of Aimee Semple McPherson, a vision that was 
obedient to the commandment of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through the years the Commissary has 
continued to feed and clothe the poor and to meet 
their spiritual needs. In the recent month of Sep- 
tember, 1980, over 312 individuals were assisted 
with food and clothing. Joyously we report that 
21 of these accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Savior. 

THE LOCAL FOURSQUARE CHURCHES 
caught the vision. Throughout the world our 
Foursquare churches have always been ready to 
assist those in need. Many of them operating 
Commissaries for that purpose. Surely the Lord 
must be pleased with our rich heritage of gener- 
osity which continues to reach the lives of those 


lesectorunate. By Dr. Charles Duarte 
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Rodney. See Rod’s story 
in the November, 1980 
issue of ADVANCE. 


5 4 
inside our Foursquare family . 


‘A Celebration 
Of Faith in 
Omaha, Nebraska 

The congregation of the Omaha 
First Foursquare Gospel Church in 
Omaha, Nb. celebrated its 50th year 
of ministry and adventure in faith this 
year. For many years the Omaha 
congregation has moved in faith to 
see God do many great and wonder- 
ful things. The ministry of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives has caused a 
steadfast belief in the Word of God, 
and growth in His love. 

Faith has been manifested in 
multiple areas, but for many years 
the most notable has been the area 
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A time of fellowship at Of giving to Worldwide Foursquare 
the 50th Anniversary Missions. During the pastoral minis- 


celebration of the 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Foursquare Church, 
home of a 
congregation whose 
missionary giving is 
outstanding. 


try of Dr. and Mrs. Roy Hicks, Sr. 
(1958-1964) the church grew in 
understanding and faith and its 
operation in believers’ lives. At one 
point, a local building project was 
set aside to assist in giving money to 
build a church in Venezuela. God 
blessed the church for that action 
throughout the years ahead. As the 
years moved on the congregation 
continued to place a priority on giv- 
ing in faith to the Foursquare Mis- 
sions program. “Faith Promise Giv- 
ing” was a regular part of the life- 
Style of the Omaha Foursquare 
Church. Annual Missionary Confer- 
ences were held, and faith promises 
received for the coming year. This 
has continued to the present time. 
Rev. and Mrs. Duane Shipman pas- 
tored from 1964-1971, and con- 
tinued to see the church grow in 
numbers and increase the mission- 
ary giving. Faith continued to bring 
results in the lives of individuals and 
of the congregation together. The 
most recent nine years (1971-Sept. 
1980), under the mifistry of Rev. and 
Mrs. Paul G. Jones, have beena part 
of the flow of God's blessings both in 
the church and in the missions pro- 
gram. This church has seen beauti- 
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ful manifestations of faith as the mis-- 


sions giving has nearly tripled since 
1971 ($10,930), with $32,660 given 
in 1979. Along with that increase 
they have seen many souls won to 
Jesus in the local community and 
people healed and baptized in the 
Holy Spirit. 

Because of the vision and faithful- 
ness of this congregation, the 
groundbreaking ceremony for a new 
church edifice was held in May of 
1977. God blessed the planning and 
construction in such a way that thou- 
sands of dollars were saved 
throughout the project. The new 
building was dedicated in Decem- 
ber of 1977. The year of 1977 
brought a relocation of the parson- 
age, construction of a new sanc- 
tuary, and the congregation once 
again exceeded the previous year’s 
missionary giving! In addition, over 
the years more than 17 graduates 
from Foursquare Bible Colleges 
have come from the Omaha, Nb. 
church. But growth has not been 
limited to this church alone, as it has 
invested time and finances to help 
the local Trinity Hope congregation 
affiliate and become a Foursquare 
Gospel church, as well. 

Today, the Omaha Foursquare 
Church remains strong in Jesus and 
reaches out to the community with a 
full range of activities and ministry. 
New pastors, Rev. and Mrs. Ron 
Long, came in October of this year. 
The Omaha congregation has con- 
tinued to increase in faith and shar- 
ing of the Gospel. With an average 
attendance of 125-150, this church 
placed inthe top ten in total mis- 
Sionary giving in the movement, 
eight out of the last nine years, plac- 
ing 11th in 1979. The year of 1980 
has been.another year of challenge 
and blessing and the congregation 
is reaching for $50,000 in giving to 
Foursquare missions in this 50th 
year of ministry! Praise God for the 
faithfulness of this church! 


Dr. and Mrs. Paul E. Jones, 
Supervisors, shovel the first dirt at the 
groundbreaking service of the new 
Southern California District Office, 
currently being constructed in La 
Crescenta, CA. 


Revival Held s 
Under the 
Tent Top 

Beginning on Sunday, morning 
September 7, and concludin 
Saturday evening, September 1¢ 
revival services were conducted b 
the Granada Hills, Ca. Neighbor 
hood Foursquare Church in a tent 
seating 500, which was situated o1 
the church parking lot. Pastor Her 
man Rosenberger reports that th 
one-week outreach endeavor had a: 
its guest evangelist Ray Mossholde 
who delivered strong message! 
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from God’s Word and who was 
mightily used of God in praying for 
the sick and in the area of the Bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. : 

On Sunday morning following the 
revival, Pastor Rosenberger spoke 
in the Morning Worship Service and 
baptized 27 new converts in a 
Doughboy swimming pool set up in 
the tent. The evening service fea- 
tured the ministry of Pat and Calvin 
Taylor, gospel musicians. : 

A total of 47 persons received 
Christ as their personal Savior, 31 
were baptized in the Holy Spi rit, and 
scores gave testimony of having re- 
ceived healing for their bodies dur- 
ing the week’s revival. Average at- 
tendance for the week's crusade 
was 307 with the high attendance at 
452. 2 

From the opening service, a spirit 
of excitement and expectancy was 
present as people gathered from 
throughout the San Fernando Valley 
to attend the services with a vast 
majority attending a tent revival for 
the first time. The tent was one of 
only three tents used for such pur 
poses during the summer months in 
the county of Los Angeles. 

Members of the local congrega- 
tion responded in an outstanding 
way to this endeavor by praying, dis- 
tributing 15,000 handbills, and serv- 
ing in many capacities to assist in 
the revival services. 

Special music included Paul 
Sandberg of the Haven of Rest Quar- 
tet, the Florence Ave., Ca. .Four- 
square Church youth choir, and 
local church talent. 
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Raymond Cox 


urrent 
events 


The holiday comes every December, and cri- 
tics regurgitate tirades against celebrating it. 
“Leave December 25th to the pagans,” Peter 
Riga recommended, ‘‘And choose another date 
on which to celebrate the true meaning of Christ- 
mas.” Riga revolted against commercial abuse of 
the holiday. Others lambaste the designated 
date. ‘If there is anything certain about the birth 
of Christ, it is that Jesus was not born on De- 
cember 25,’”’ a pamphlet pontificates. However, 
the earliest existing document which dates Jesus’ 
birth, an ancient papyrus manuscript from Egypt, 
states categorically that Jesus was born on De- 
cember 25th! 

-A common complaint blames selection of the 
traditional date on a fourth century pope in 
Rome. Apart from the fact that the bishops of 
Rome were not popes that early (my Catholic 
guide in Rome in 1961 emphasized that the pa- 
pacy did not exist as such until about the sixth 
century), what an ecclesiastical decree did then 
‘was to formalize an observance which dated 
back to the first century. ‘‘The observance of 
December 25th comes to us from very ancient 
times, long before the Pope of Rome set the day 
apart,’”” wrote Hart Armstrong. “One historian tells 
us that the first celebration of Christmas took 
place in the year 98 A.D. . . . In the Stromata of 


building a 
Christian library 


The following books are recommended by 
Rev. Paul McEachern, pastor of the El Paso, 
Texas Foursquare Church. 

The Greatest Thing In The World by Henry 
Drummond, Fleming H . Revell, $1.25. 

_ “The Greatest Thing In The World” is only 
61 pages, yet it is a giant in Christian litera- 
‘ture. It is Henry Drummond's exquisite ex- 
position on I Corinthians 13. Drummond 
shares that love is the Summun Bonum — the 
supreme good. The author shows how Paul 
contrasts love with other things. He then 
gives Paul's analysis of love and reveals how 
love acts in nearly every imaginable situation 
and is victorious. Last of all, he shares Paul’s 
defense of why he singles out love as the 
greatest thing in the world. The average 
reader could read this in less than an hour, 
but the impact will go on for years. 


comments 


- Do we need a different date for Christmas? 


Clement of Alexandria, at the beginning of the 
third century (about 200 A.D.), we find an allu- 
sion to December 25 as the date of our Lord’s 
nativity.” 

Another critic carped, ‘‘We know of no in- 
formed Bible scholar who will contend that De- 
cember 25th is the actual date of which Jesus was 
born.’’ That author didn’t do his homework! The 
most respected work on the life of Christ, the two 
volume set by converted Jew Alfred Edersheim, 
has Jesus born “on that ‘wintry night’ of the 25th 
of December.’’ Edersheim added, “There is no 
adequate reason for questioning the historical 
accuracy of this date. The objections generally 
made rest on grounds, which seem to me his- 
torically untenable.’ . 

A major argument against December 25 is the 
winter season. ‘Shepherds were never in the 
fields at night between October and March,’’ 
some claim. But they were and are. In 1973 and 
1974, but not 1972, Bethlehem shepherds had 
their flocks in the fields at Christmastime. Israel is 
semi-tropical, and many Decembers are warm 
and dry. ; 

In the Elim Evangel, L. Martin argued persua- 
sively for a Biblical sanction of the December 
date, based on Haggai 2, in the light of the Jewish 
observance of Hannukah in its historical origins 
and development. There is not space to pursue 
this intriguing possibility which Edersheim also 
seems to endorse. If it is true, then Messianic Jews 
are literally right when they insist; “Christmas is a 
Jewish holiday!’’ And even if December 25th 
were proved the wrong date, it still affords won- 
derful opportunity to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
But can anyone significantly celebrate Christ's 
birth until he personally is born again? (| 


The Answers of Jesus to Job by G. Campbell 
Morgan, Baker Book House, $2.95. 

The book of Job is an interesting book con- 
taining far more questions than answers. 
Some people say it tells why the righteous 
suffer, but really it only shows that the right- 
eous suffer without explaining why. Job 
asked many questions, but none were 
answered until Christ stepped on the stage of 
human history. He answered all the major 
questions of Job, such as: Why is there no 
mediator between us? Is there life after 
death? Is there anyone to witness for me in 
Heaven? How can I find God? These and 
many other questions were raised by Job, and 
G. Campbell Morgan, in his own challenging 
and unique style, gives an exposition on how 
Christ answered them. He also points out 
other interesting facts of Job, such as there 
being more accurate scientific facts in Job 
than in all other writings combined until the 
past three or four centuries. cy 
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For this harvest’ of plenty... 
the time is short, 
the laborers few... 
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at’ Los Angeles 
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